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brusquely, a new pattern, something quite origi-
nal. It used to be a dogma, * Natura non facit
saltus* (Nature makes no leaps) but evidences
of fNatura sdLtatrix* (Nature is continually
leaping) are rapidly accumulating. They spoke
of life creeping slowly upwards, but the Pro-
teus leaps as well as creeps.55 (The Wonder
of Life, p. 584.) It is interesting to find such
an illustration of swift emergence and develop-
ment written from the standpoint of evglution.
Nature has taken such enormous leaps that we
cannot trace her steps. Who can bridge the gulf
which was crossed, for example, in passing from
matter to life? And she still leaps. Before our
astonished eyes the dragon fly emerges, in a
moment, into something quite original and daring,
soaring into the light and glory of a new world.
Such glorious leaps into a new spiritual world
also have taken place throughout the centuries.
In one splendid experience, Saul of Tarsus be-
came Paul, the apostle. " I opened the book
and read in silence the chapter on which my
eyes first fell. I cared to read no further, nor was
there need of It, since at once, with the ending
of the sentence, the light of security was passed